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Tennyson, the poet's son. A few years later Lionel
Tennyson came out to India and I believe the
family did everything they could to make his stay as
pleasant as possible. They used to see quite a lot
of each other and Lionel Tennj'son asked my grand-
father to dine with him at his club, which happened
to be the Yacht Club of Bombay. Tennyson was
unaware of the rules of his own club, which forbade
members to entertain Indians on the premises of the
Club, and when my grandfather told him that it
would be impossible, Tennyson could not believe
that there could exist an institution which refused
admittance even as guests to those in whose land
they were staying. I suppose the justification of
this rule in the constitution of the Yacht Club is that
the English conquered India by the sword, so they
owe the Indians no apology. That is the attitude of
the typical Englishman in India, but Lionel Tenny-
son was too well bred to accept that doctrine and
it is not surprising that he preferred the company
of a cultured Indian gentleman to that of the
mediocrity that is eligible for membership at these
exclusively English institutions. On his way back
to England Lionel Tennyson died in the Red Sea,
but not before he had written to his father, the poet,
about the hospitality of his Indian friend.
Years passed and my grandfather was again in
England. While in this country he went for a short
trip to the Isle of Man, and a local journalist nosing